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Sir: 

RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

In an Office Action dated March 23, 2004, the Examiner required an election of 
under 35 U.S.C. § 121 of one of the following allegedly patentably distinct species: 



Species I: 


Fig. 1 




Species II: 


Fig. 2 




Species III: 


Fig. 3 




Species IV: 


Fig. 4 




Species V: 


Fig. 5 




Species VI: 


Fig. 6 




Species VII: 


Fig. 7 




Species VIII: 


Fig. 8 




Species IX: 


Fig. 9 




Species X: 


Fig. 11; 


Species XI: 


Fig. 13; 


Species XII: 


Fig. 15; 


Species XIII: 


Fig. 17; 


Species XIV: 


Fig. 18; 


Species XV: 


Fig. 19; 


Species XVI: 


Fig. 20. 
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Additionally, the Examiner required a listing of the claims which "read" on the 
elected species. 

Applicant does not necessarily agree with the Examiner's assertions regarding 
the allegedly patentably distinct species. Nonetheless, to expedite prosecution of this 
application, Applicant elects Species VIII, corresponding to Fig. 8. At least claims 1-12, 
14-16, 20-27, 33-51, 55, 61, and 62 "read" on the elected species. 

Applicant understands that upon allowance of any of the independent claims, any 
nonelected claims which depend from those independent claims or otherwise contain all 
of the limitations of those independent claims will be rejoined and also allowed. 

Please grant any extensions of time required to enter this response and charge 
any required fees to our Deposit Account No. 06-0916. 



Respectfully submitted, 



FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
GARRETT & DUNNER, L.L.P. 



Dated: April 22, 2004 
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